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the Eastern question, would have been tempting even to a
peaceful P.R.B.; but there were two terrible marplots in
the way of the romance, who would have had to be reckoned
with, the one being Louis Napoleon, the other the English
Foreign Minister/'

On another occasion he regaled the childlike Soleiman
with the ancient story of Lot and his wife, which made a
deep impression, and proved of value in the events to be
related in the next chapter.